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Beagle Bust!

Sonoma Humane Society helps close down puppy mill in Tehama County
(Santa Rosa, CA) Today is a welcoming day for 13 neglected beagles, who are being rescued from a makeshift puppy mill in Tehama County and being safely transported to the Sonoma Humane Society. At least 20 others remain at the facility, and the Sonoma Humane Society is working diligently with the owner to release the others as quickly as possible. Ranging in ages from 2 – 8 years, some have been used repeatedly for years as breeder dogs and others, who were not bought or sold, have grown up in steel cages with little human interaction and space to move about. “We are anticipating some medical problems such as worms, kennel cough and possible heartworm” says Dr. Christi Camblor, Sonoma Humane Society veterinarian. “We are also concerned that some of the beagles may be undersocialized and will require training and rehabilitation. I imagine they have never been on a walk or enjoyed romping in the grass before” says Dr. Camblor. Two of the dogs have Pyometra, an infection of the uterus, which may require emergency surgery.
The rescue started with a phone call to Sonoma Humane Society Board President, Mark Penn, from a concerned Sonoma County resident who had purchased a beagle online from this breeder and later discovered chronic medical problems with the puppy. When she went to visit the breeder, in Northern California’s Tehama County, she was shocked at the conditions– beagles sitting in fecal matter in small, confined cages, dogs being dragged out by their ears and the majority fearful and shaking. Tehama County Animal Control issued a citation to the unlicensed dog breeder, however with only two people on staff and very limited resources, Animal Control would not be able to rescue all of the dogs. The Sonoma Humane Society stepped in to help.

Right now, a team of Humane Society staff is on the road transporting these neglected and frightened dogs to the safety of Sonoma Humane Society. Donations are being accepted to cover the care and treatment of the dogs and volunteer foster homes may be needed for some of the dogs who will require additional time and rehabilitation. To help, please contact the Sonoma Humane Society at (707) 542-0882 or visit their website at SonomaHumane.org. 
The Sonoma Humane Society has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for over 78 years. The Society depends on donations. It receives no government tax dollars or funding from any national organization. The Sonoma Humane Society is located five miles west of Highway 101 at 5345 Highway 12 West in Santa Rosa, just past the Llano Road intersection. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
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