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The Future of Animals is Here:
Humane Society Transitions from Dog Pound to Advanced Animal Welfare Center

(Santa Rosa, CA) Whether you have actually stepped foot in an animal shelter or not, one usually conjures up images of dark cages with dogs barking for attention and cats reaching out their paws through cold steel bars in hopes that you’ll take them home. That used to be true at the Humane Society of Sonoma County before their new facility opened in 2004. No more are dogs in outdoor kennels and cats crammed in tiny cages. Now, homeless animals are treated with more compassionate care and respect, housed in rooms with soft, warm bedding and plenty of space to stretch their paws while they patiently wait for a new home.

The Humane Society of Sonoma County’s Adoption Center and non-profit Hospital, funded by donations, is an advanced rescue and rehabilitation center for homeless animals in need. Upon entering this shelter, you won’t see desperation in the eyes of abandoned animals, but rather hope. Instead of hearing loud cries for help, you will hear the soft purrs of cats lounging on their windowsills and dog tails wagging vigorously as they wait to greet you. Many visitors are awe-struck by the cleanliness and care given to the animals when they walk in. “I thought I would be in tears walking into the Humane Society and seeing all of the homeless cats and dogs, but instead I felt relieved knowing this place exists for animals who are abandoned” says a recent visitor. 

In addition to a new Adoption Center, the Humane Society also opened a non-profit Veterinary Hospital in 2005, which offers general exams, free and low-cost spay/neuter clinics and vaccine & microchip clinics to 7,000 animal patients each year. The hospital also provides charity medical care to over 2,000 homeless animals that enter the shelter annually. Since it’s opening, the hospital has spayed & neutered over 12,500 cats and dogs to help prevent overpopulation in Sonoma County.
Besides a big change in appearance, the Humane Society also changed their policy on euthanasia. Animals are now given every chance to find a new loving home, even those who arrive sick or injured, those who are older and those who need a little extra time to find a new, forever home.
The Humane Society continues to rescue stray animals off the streets and those surrendered by their owners. Now, with a larger facility, they have implemented Operation S.A.F.E. (Saving Animals From Euthanasia), a program that saves cats and dogs about to be put down in overcrowded shelters.
The success so far is in the numbers. Over the last year, the Humane Society saw a 42% increase in the number of animals rescued and the same increase in adoptions. “Thanks to this facility, people are looking at shelters in an entirely different way and more are seeking out adoption first” says Scott Anderson, Executive Director. “By being a role model in the community, we are educating residents and future generations of pet owners about the treatment and care every animal deserves” says Anderson. 

The Humane Society & SPCA of Sonoma County has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for over 78 years. The Society depends on donations. It receives no government tax dollars or funding from any national organization. The Humane Society is located five miles west of Highway 101 at 5345 Highway 12 West in Santa Rosa, just past the Llano Road intersection. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
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