Levi Leipheimer's King Ridge GranFondo
To Benefit Animal Charity
Animal Lovers Encouraged to Display Support by Participating in Recreational Bike Ride
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SANTA ROSA, CALIF. (June 30, 2009) – Premier American cyclist Levi Leipheimer will host a fundraising cycling event, Levi Leipheimer’s King Ridge GranFondo, October 3 in Sonoma County, California, to raise funds for The Humane Society's Forget Me Not Farm, a program that nurtures relationships between abused and neglected children and animals. 

Animal lovers can show their support participating in this romantic ride through some of the nation's finest cycling country.  The GranFondo offers three timed, non-competitive rides with Levi and several other professional cyclists.  All rides pass through Sonoma County’s most picturesque vineyards, towering redwoods and grassy meadows and include beautiful panoramas. 

Registration is now open at www.levisgranfondo.com.    
The Cause 

Three-time Tour of California champion Levi Leipheimer is one of the biggest names in professional cycling, not only here but on the European circuit too.  Unlike many other professional athletes, however, the international cycling star and his wife, former pro cyclist Odessa Gunn, are outspoken advocates for animal welfare.  Together they run their own foundation, Freedom Hill, to provide assistance to animal organizations.  Levi has appeared in public service announcements for People for the Ethical Treament of Animals (PETA), maintains a vegetarian diet, and speaks publicly about the importance of helping unwanted animals.  The couple lives in Santa Rosa, California, with their six cats and two dogs, Bandit and Trooper.  
The GranFondo will raise money and attention for Forget Me Not Farm, an award-winning program run in association with the Sonoma Humane Society.  Since 1992, the farm has helped thousands of abused and at-risk children, many of whom have never experienced positive physical contact, form attachments and relationships with abused and neglected animals.  Children are shown how to lovingly and gently care for an animal, nurture a plant in the garden and grow as individuals by learning from others.  In this therapeutic setting, children, plants and animals learn and heal together.

For 17 years, Farm Director and founder, Carol Rathmann, has offered the program free of charge to the children that need it most.  "Levi's charitable contributions and commitment to our Forget Me Not Farm program will help hundreds of abused children and animals," she says.  "Both Levi and his wife Odessa have been strong advocates and leaders in animal and child welfare, helping to save countless lives through their compassion and actions.  Proceeds from Levi's GranFondo will help Forget Me Not Farm bring more children and animals to a safe haven where they can heal, bond and grow with one another." 

Learn more about Forget Me Not Farm and the Sonoma Humane Society at www.sonomahumane.org.    
The Ride 

The GranFondo invites animal lovers to display their support for the cause by joining Levi and countless other cyclists for this fun, non-competitive ride through Sonoma County, one of the most strikingly beautiful areas of California and a prime destination for cycling in America.  It includes three routes of varying distance and difficulty, all of which begin in Santa Rosa.  All participants, regardless of their route, will ride with Levi and his professional cycling friends for the first 20 miles.  
The three route options include:       

PiccoloFondo – a gentle 36 mile ride for recreational and beginner cyclists, featuring beautiful landscapes without the long steep climbs of the bigger Fondos.  PiccoloFondo riders will ride along fertile valley floors and through nearby towns, Occidental and Sebastopol.  
MedioFondo – a 65 mile loop for riders with plenty of experience but who ride only once or twice a week.  Equally as beautiful as the GranFondo, the MedioFondo includes wonderful climbs, astounding coastal views and many of the challenges of the GranFondo.

  GranFondo – a 103 mile ride for very strong, skilled cyclists.  The GranFondo takes riders along the famed King Ridge Road, one of the most challenging and beautiful routes in California.  Amongst the scenery are rolling ridgetop views of nearby mountains, ridges, valleys and the vast Pacific Ocean.  
Detailed course descriptions and interactive maps are available at www.levisgranfondo.com/course/.  
Registration and Special Dinner with Levi 

Registration is now open at www.levisgranfondo.com/registration.  Rates will increase on July 1 and again on August 1.  The final day for registration is September 15.  
Reservations for the Pre-Fondo Dinner on October 2nd with Levi can be made by emailing your contact information to DinnerWithLevi@bikemonkey.net.  Payment will be collected at a later date.    

About Levi Leipheimer's King Ridge GranFondo 
The event is a Bike Monkey production, with Levi Leipheimer as the patron. The ride is organized with the collaboration and support of the City of Santa Rosa and the Santa Rosa Convention and Visitor's Bureau.  Bike Monkey publishes a print and online magazine www.bikemonkey.net, as well as produces a series of mountain bike and cyclo-cross events in Sonoma County and around the Bay Area. 

About Forget Me Not Farm

Forget Me Not Farm has helped thousands of abused children and youth break the cycle of abuse with animal and horticultural-assisted therapy since 1992.  The Farm sanctuary is located at 5345 Hwy 12 West in Santa Rosa, CA and is a subsidiary of the Sonoma Humane Society.  The Farm receives no government tax dollars or funding from the agencies served.  Forget Me Not Farm relies on donations and grants to help the animals and children of Sonoma County.  For more information, please call (707) 542-0882 or visit www.sonomahumane.org.    
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