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It’s What is on the Inside that Counts
From Safeway to Safety
(Santa Rosa, CA) After giving years of companionship, she was found alone wandering in a Safeway parking lot. This unbelievably, sweet, old dog approached a stranger for help, lifting up her paw. The Good Samaritan brought her to the Sonoma Humane Society in hopes that her owner could be found. But alas, no one came for her. Upon examination, doctors in the Humane Society Veterinary Hospital found her ears to be so infected that she had developed a hematoma in her right ear, which had to be surgically removed to alleviate the pain and discomfort this poor girl was going through. She was also suffering from an allergic reaction all over her body and had a thyroid problem, which may have attributed to the extra pounds she was carrying. At 8 years old, it’s hard to say what this purebred, yellow lab’s life had been like in the past and for how long she had been out on the streets alone. One thing was for certain, despite her rough appearance on the outside, she was gentle and full of love on the inside. Our staff named her Ginger and attended to her every need. Ginger lovingly thanks us all daily with her gentle licks and wagging tail. And she loves to greet everyone with a proper paw shake.
For those that have read the book Marley & Me, Ginger is the female version, only now, a bit late in her years has settled down but is still a big goofball at heart. What could have possessed someone to abandon this poor girl in parking lot? At the Sonoma Humane Society we all hear the story too often, home foreclosures, loss of jobs, forced relocation. These are just a few of the reasons people surrender their pets to us daily. While it’s hard and sad for many pet owners, it’s even worse for the animals left behind. They are frightened and scared, like Ginger was. But, even though we struggle ourselves financially and emotionally, the Sonoma Humane Society will always greet them with open, loving arms and give them a safe and warm environment, oftentimes far better care than they’ve ever received in their lives. 
Our ultimate goal is to find Ginger, and others in her situation, a forever home. Being in the heart of wine country, we think Ginger would make a wonderful winery dog, welcoming visitors to the tasting room and chasing birds out of the vineyards. There are so many Ginger’s out there who need our help and that of the community. Without the support of donations, we would not be able to cover the cost of care dogs like Ginger require. We continue to seek donation support and that of volunteers to help the animals during this tough economy. The animals don’t have wallets or checkbooks, and can only rely on the support of our animal loving community. 

The Humane Society & SPCA of Sonoma County has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for over 78 years. The Society depends on donations. It receives no government tax dollars or funding from any national organization. The Humane Society is located five miles west of Highway 101 at 5345 Highway 12 West in Santa Rosa, just past the Llano Road intersection. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
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