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Kitten Shot in Face with BB Gun
Sonoma Humane Society Veterinary Staff Removes BB pellet from stray kitten
(Santa Rosa, CA) With all of the kittens arriving at our shelter, staff were shocked to find a young 7 month old kitten with a BB pellet lodged in her chin. She was found by a Good Samaritan who brought this tuxedo cutie to the Sonoma Humane Society after noticing her wandering around a supermarket parking lot. The BB looked to have been lodged in there for a least a month or so. Luckily there didn’t appear to be any infection, and the kitten was able to eat and drink. Yesterday, Dr. Barbara Leach, Humane Society Veterinarian, surgically removed the pellet from the young 5 lb. kitten’s chin leaving only a small scar with stitches. She is expected to make a full recovery.
“Despite the trauma, this kitten was lucky, it could have been worse and she could have been shot in the eye or nose, which would have caused more permanent damage or possible death” says Dustin Kerwin, Veterinary Technician. Staff gave her the name Xena – like the warrior princess. “She’s already shown us that she is tougher than nails – or BBs” says Kerwin. 

The Sonoma Humane Society discourages any use of BB guns, especially in the hands of children. “Guns are very dangerous both to humans and animals. Too often pets and wildlife are victims of cruel intentions or accidental shootings, and many don’t ever get the medical help needed and end up suffering or dying alone from their injuries” says Beth Karzes, Education Coordinator at the Sonoma Humane Society.
The Sonoma Humane Society has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for 78 years. The Humane Society depends on local community support. It receives no government tax dollars or funding from any national organization. They are located five miles west of Highway 101 at 5345 Highway 12 West in Santa Rosa. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
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