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LIFE IS NO CIRCUS FOR ANIMALS
Bay Area and National Agencies Call for Boycott of Carson & Barnes Circus
(Santa Rosa, CA) Bay Area and national animal welfare agencies are calling for a boycott of the Carson & Barnes Circus, which is scheduled to perform at the Cow Palace this weekend followed by performances at the Wells Fargo Center in Santa Rosa (June 8-9) and Petaluma Fairgrounds (June 10-11). With the circus comes a menagerie of animals whose lives are full of misery behind the scenes. Shockingly, laws and regulations offer minimal protection of animals and are rarely enforced.
The Sonoma Humane Society, Marin Humane Society, San Francisco SPCA, CCFE (Citizens for Cruelty Free Entertainment), Forgotten Felines of Sonoma County and Pets Lifeline are strongly against the use of animals in circuses and the inhumane training methods used such as whips, tight collars, muzzles, electric prods, bullhooks and other painful tools of the trade. When not performing, animals are kept in small, cramped cages constantly on the road, traveling, training and entertaining. 
More importantly, circuses with animals teach the wrong message to children; that wild animals are meant for our entertainment. “The fact is, animals do not naturally ride bicycles, stand on their heads, balance on balls, or jump through rings of fire” says Angie Bonnert, Sonoma Humane Society spokesperson. Wild animals who are forced to perform pose a real threat to public safety, and are unpredictable. No amount of training can eliminate this danger.

Bay Area & national animal protection agencies are asking the public to not attend nor support the Carson & Barnes Circus this year. “There are many wonderful circuses that do not use animals and are just as exciting and even more entertaining than those that do. Those outfits deserve an audience, but not Carson and Barnes” says Bonnert.
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