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BOY SCOUTS START NATIVE PLANT GARDEN AT THE SONOMA HUMANE SOCIETY

(Santa Rosa, CA) Kenwood scouts took the lead in preparing a large area at the Sonoma Humane Society for a garden of native plants on Nov. 5. The day's activities included spreading recyclable cardboard for weed suppression along with a mountain of Vine Hill organic mulch. The plants themselves will be set in about four weeks after the rains render the mulch base optimum for propagation. Use of native plants will allow a garden setting, which will not only be an attractive landscape element, but also support a number of native bird and other wildlife species. The new native plant garden occupies a key location situated between the main building of the Sonoma Humane Society and their adjunct Forget Me Not Farm, a sanctuary for neglected farm animals, which helps abused and at-risk children heal through animal assisted therapy. Scouts leading the charge in surface preparation, weeding and mulch spreading were Edison Cannard, Oliver Cannard, Larkin Dawson, Luke Schloemp and Alex Hogan.

Julie Cannard, the scout leader of Den 1 was actively involved, as well as ecologist Arthur Dawson, who contributed a key role of marking existing on-site native plants in order to incorporate these into the garden, especially numerous California Poppies. Kenwood teacher Karla Schloemp provided additional organizational skills to the scouts vigorous activity.  The project landscape architect is Maile Arnold, who has generously donated considerable time in developing the landscape plan. Plants and landscaping materials for this first phase of a larger garden have been donated through a grant from Janet and Michael Hogan. Many of the plants were obtained from the California Native Plant Society annual sale, and were selected with the assistance of Kenwood resident Liz Parsons. Anyone wishing to contribute to successive phases of the garden expansion may call Cindy Roach, Director of Development of the Sonoma Humane Society at 707-542-0882, ext.212.

The scouts were joined by several dedicated staff and volunteers from the Sonoma Humane Society. The project supports the efforts of the Sonoma Humane Society in finding homes for thousands of rescued animals each year. 

The Sonoma Humane Society, located on Hwy 12,  has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for 78 years. The Humane Society depends on local community support and does not receive government tax dollars or funding from any national organization. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
#   #   #






