February 6, 2007

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

Sonoma County Animal Care & Control: Dori Villalon, Director, 707-327-9623

Humane Society & SPCA of Sonoma County: Angie Bonnert, PR Director, 707-542-0882, ext. 208
FREE PIT BULL FIX DAY

LOCAL SHELTERS PARTNER ON SPECIAL OFFER 

Sonoma County Animal Care & Control and the Humane Society & SPCA of Sonoma County will spay and neuter pit bulls for free on Saturday, March 3rd as part of the Bay Area Pit Fix Day. Several shelters around the Bay Area are currently taking appointments for the free surgeries with the goal of curbing the problem of pit bull overpopulation. As part of this special program, the agencies will also provide free Rabies vaccines. To schedule an appointment, call 707-579-SPAY. 

The City of Santa Rosa and unincorporated Sonoma County have mandatory pit bull sterilization laws that require any dog over 4-months of age to be spayed or neutered. “We are hoping people will participate in this program not just because it is the law, but because it is the right thing to do,” explains Dori Villalon, Director of Sonoma County Animal Care & Control, “Responsible pit bull owners recognize that altered animals make better pets and better neighbors.” 

The two agencies will perform surgeries at their individual locations. A total of 40 dogs are expected to be sterilized during the one-day event. “We are delighted to be a part of this important community effort to reduce pet-overpopulation”, explains Scott Anderson, Executive Director of the Humane Society & SPCA of Sonoma County.
There is limited space available, and appointments must be made in advance to take advantage of this FREE offer.

The Humane Society Veterinary Hospital is located at 5345 Hwy 12 West in Santa Rosa. Call (707) 542-0882, ext. 202 to schedule an appointment.
Sonoma County Animal Care & Control is located at 1247 Century Court (near the airport) in Santa Rosa. Call (707) 279-7729 to schedule an appointment.

For non-Sonoma County residents, please call 1-877-4-PIT-FIX (1-877-474-8349) for the participating shelter in your area.

The Humane Society & SPCA of Sonoma County has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for over 75 years. The Humane Society depends on local community support. It receives no government tax dollars or funding from any national organization including the HSUS. The Humane Society is located five miles west of Highway 101 at 5345 Highway 12 West in Santa Rosa, just past the Llano Road intersection. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
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