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Sonoma Humane Society Announces New Executive Director

New leadership to further advance Bay Area shelter’s progressive programs for animals and people

(Santa Rosa, CA) The Sonoma Humane Society is pleased to announce the appointment of a new Executive Director, Kiska Icard, to lead the organization and its mission of advancing the welfare and protection of animals in Sonoma County. Icard will begin her position on April 1, 2010. 

With a strong background in animal welfare, including 11 years of leadership roles at The San Francisco SPCA, Icard brings a high level of expertise in quality animal care and program management, spearheading advocacy efforts and developing community programs for pet guardians and animal lovers. While at The SF/SPCA, Icard also managed media relations and advanced the organization’s outreach to become a nationally recognized leader in animal sheltering and welfare. For a number of years, she was closely involved with The SF/SPCA’s      Holiday Windows Adoption Outreach program at Macy’s, which is responsible for a significant number of the approximately 4,000 animals placed into homes annually through the organization.
“Kiska’s passion for our cause combined with her incredible success in animal welfare programs will help to advance our shelter and grow our community programs to help more animals in need throughout Sonoma County” says Mark Penn, Board President of the Sonoma Humane Society.

Icard is no stranger to Sonoma County. She, her husband and their dogs spend many weekends hiking and traveling throughout wine country. She has adopted or fostered many shelter animals including her current dogs Baloo, a Tibetan Mastiff and former custody dog, and Haley, a yellow Lab rescued from a hoarding situation. ale   “It is my dream that no healthy or treatable companion animal is euthanized in our community. Through collaboration efforts, I don’t believe this to be a too-far-off reality” Icard says. 

Tom Duryea, President of Summit Bank and member of the Leadership Council at the Sonoma Humane Society, states “Kiska Icard is an incredible asset to the Sonoma Humane Society and our community. Her fundraising experience and knowledge of working with a non-profit animal charity will greatly benefit the Humane Society and help to continue their long and proud history of helping both animals and people.”

The Sonoma Humane Society has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for 79 years. The Society depends on local community support and does not receive government tax dollars or funding from any national organization. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
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