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TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR Animals with CA state budget CUT PROPOSAL
(Santa, CA) The Sonoma Humane Society is greatly concerned by the state’s proposal to reduce the stray wait period from six days to only three days for government-run animal shelters. This will be detrimental to pet owners whose lost pets may be euthanized if they are not able to locate them within the proposed short three day waiting period. The current six day stray wait period gives pet owners the opportunity to locate their missing family members, but this new proposal would seriously jeopardize the lives of animals, increasing euthanasia.

Animals often become lost when their owner is out of town and are picked up by animal control officers or Good Samaritans who have found them wandering lost and confused. It can sometimes take a few days for an animal’s caretaker to even realize the animal is missing (especially indoor/outdoor cats). The Sonoma Humane Society, which is a private, non-profit organization not funded by the government, will continue to hold stray animals for our regular seven day waiting period regardless of the outcome. This gives animals a good chance at being reunited with their owners who are frantically searching for them. Even if an animal is not claimed within the holding period, the Humane Society never puts a time limit on an animal’s life.
Unfortunately if passed, many government-run facilities won’t have that option and will be forced to euthanize found animals after only three days. This makes ID tags and Microchipping (a small chip inserted under the animal’s skin for identification purposes) true life-savers for animals. The Sonoma Humane Society offers microchipping in their Veterinary Hospital for only $25 and pet ID tags in their Adoption Center for $5. They also include free ID tags and microchipping for every animal adopted. 
The Sonoma Humane Society has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for over 78 years. The Society depends on donations. It receives no government tax dollars or funding from any national organization. The Humane Society is located five miles west of Highway 101 at 5345 Highway 12 West in Santa Rosa, just past the Llano Road intersection. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
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