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THE WHOLE KITT-EN CABOODLE
Flowers aren’t the only things popping up this spring at the Humane Society 
(Santa Rosa, CA) If you listen carefully, you can hear their tiny voices under decks and porches, in overgrown fields, near construction sites and sometimes even in a dumpster. Tiny, newborn kittens are popping up everywhere, meowing for someone to take notice and help. During kitten season, over 400 little newborns rely on the Humane Society of Sonoma County’s foster kitten program each year. Now, with budget constraints and in the midst of a tough economy, the Humane Society is greatly concerned about securing the funding needed for our life-saving program in 2009. 

April, May & June are the busiest months of the season, but the kittens keep coming in all the way through September. Our first two bottle babies arrived last week followed by a litter of six more. The average cost of care per kitten is approx. $280 and includes: up to 8 weeks of foster care, formula, bottles, heating pads, carriers, litter, medication, vaccines and spay or neuter surgery. Some kittens may require additional care if they arrive sick or injured.

Imagine holding a hamster, and that’s about the size of these precious, tiny beings when some of them arrive. They are very weak and delicate, eyes are not usually even open yet, requiring constant care and bottle feedings every few hours to assure their survival. In about 8 weeks, the kittens grow to 2 lbs. when it is safe to vaccinate, spay or neuter and place them up for adoption where they eventually become loving members of new families looking for companionship.

Thanks to the dedication of countless volunteers, these young kitties can be cared for in the comforts of a loving home as they grow into playful bundles of fur, but the cost to feed, medicate and care for them all depends on donations. Without the foster care program at the Humane Society, these kittens would have zero chance of survival since most shelters have limited programs for kittens and are often forced to euthanize the majority of them.

To help save hundreds of orphaned kittens this season, the Humane Society is reaching out to the community to support the Foster Care Fund. Donations of any amount will help the overwhelming number of tiny paws who rely on us. The fastest way to help is online using our secure donation form at www.SonomaHumane.org or you can call (707) 542-0882, ext. 203 to give a gift today. And those with some extra time on their hands can become a foster parent volunteer to help young kittens through their first few weeks of life.

The Humane Society & SPCA of Sonoma County has cared for homeless, neglected and abused companion animals for over 78 years. The Society depends on donations. It receives no government tax dollars or funding from any national organization. The Humane Society is located five miles west of Highway 101 at 5345 Highway 12 West in Santa Rosa, just past the Llano Road intersection. For more information, call (707) 542-0882, or visit the Society’s web site at www.sonomahumane.org.
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